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	TREE MANAGEMENT TEAM
DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION – 

TREE WORKS ASSESSMENT REPORT

	Proposed 

Development
	
	Tree Removal only
	
	Tree Pruning only

	(mark box as appropriate)
	X
	Tree Pruning and Removal
	
	Tree Root Pruning/Trenching

	Applicant's name, address and site  details
	Coogee Public School
C/- PAUL WOOD

PO BOX 617

NARRABEEN  NSW  2101


	
	107-121E Coogee Bay Road, COOGEE  NSW  2034

	
	DA/996/2011

	
	Receipt: 2827766

	Details of Tree/s on site

(Significance of tree/s – historical/cultural/remnant vegetation)
	Details: Several large Ficus ‘Hillii’ within school grounds as well as Camphor laurels and London Plane trees – in addition to a mix of native trees and shrubs.

	Tree defects and/or damage
	Is there visual evidence that the tree/s are unhealthy/diseased?    
	X
	Yes
	
	No

	
	Details: Dead Pinus radiata on neighbouring property and deadwood within canopies of numbers of trees within grounds.


	
	Are there visual indicators of structural damage to the property?
	
	Yes
	X
	No

	
	Details:



	
	Is there a likelihood of future damage to the property caused by the tree/s?
	X
	Yes
	
	No

	
	Details: Ficus ‘Hillii’ tree roots.


	
	Is the tree/s a recognized liability issue or a danger to persons and/or property?
	X
	Yes
	
	No

	
	Details: One large Ficus ‘Hillii’ has significant deadwood.


	Tree assessment

and/or tree/s significance
	Arborist’s report submitted by applicant?
	X
	Yes
	
	No

	
	Council officer’s Tree Assessment form/s completed?
	
	Yes
	X
	No

	
	Tree/s listed on Council’s Significant Tree Register?
	
	Yes
	X
	No

	Likely Impact of the Development


	· Site Analysis (importance of tree/s visual amenity, microclimate provision)
Trees have significant visual and habitat importance.

	
	· Siting/location (appropriateness, damage, target area)
Target area has large numbers of students – significant liability issues.

	
	· Environmental Impacts (significance of habitat and foodsource provision)

Important mix of habitat and food source provision.

	
	· Heritage Impacts (effect of development on items of heritage significance)

Figs have important heritage and historic significance.

	
	· Social Impacts (visual importance and/or other benefits in landscape)

Trees are visually striking in the landscape.

	
	· Impact of Removal (soil stability/land degradation/vegetation systems/ natural   wildlife habitat)

Removal of three requested trees will have negligible impact – many other mature trees within school grounds.

	Suitability of site for proposed development – s.79C(1)(c)
	Does the proposal integrate into the locality?
	X
	Yes
	
	No

	
	Details: Generally, maintenance pruning only involved. 


	
	Is the proposal appropriate for the site?
	X
	Yes
	
	No

	
	Details: As above.


	Public Interest – s.79C(1)(d) & (e)
	Details: The trees requested for removal have been approved in the interests of public safety or their inappropriate locations. All maintenance pruning is required to ensure student safety. 

	Conclusion – The three trees requested for removal are inappropriate species/location and their removal will have a negligible impact. All requested maintenance pruning is in the interests of student safety, to mitigate property damage and to enhance tree SULE.



Recommendation

THAT Council's team leader under delegated authority from the General Manager, as the consent authority, grant development consent under Section 80 and 80A of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 (as amended) to Development Application No. DA/996/2011 for permission to remove one Ficus ‘Hillii’, one Grevillea robusta and one Arecastrum romanzoffianum as requested and to maintenance prune all other trees within the property at 107-121E Coogee Bay Road, Coogee, subject to the following conditions: 

Approval is granted to remove the above three trees as requested.

Approval is granted to prune all other trees within the property, subject to the following conditions:

· Lift up canopy/ies (underprune) to a height of 3-4 metres.

· Selectively thin out canopy/ies by not more than ten percent of total foliage mass.

· Remove all deadwood and/or decaying branches.

· Prune away from powerlines/buildings/structures to a distance of two-three metres.

· Prune away from domestic service wires to a distance of one (1) metre all round.

This consent remains in force for a period of five years from the date it is determined. If approved works are not undertaken within that period the property owner will be required to re-apply to Council for development consent to prune/remove any trees covered by its Tree Preservation Order.
Failure to comply with any of the conditions stipulated in any Council determination may result in legal action being initiated against you without notice.

All tree works must be carried out by a qualified arborist or other properly and appropriately qualified tree worker.

All tree works must be performed to Standards Australia Pruning of Amenity Trees (AS4373 - 2007) and WorkCover’s Code of Practice for the Amenity Tree Industry.

	Bryan Bourke
	
	3 January 2012

	Assessment Officer’s Name
	Signature
	Date


Having considered the report of the Assessment Officer and after having taken into account Council's Local Environmental Policies and Codes I determine that the application subject of this assessment report should be determined in accordance with the recommendation.

I have exercised my delegation of authority, in accordance with the instrument of delegation, to determine this application. 

	Bryan Bourke
	
	3 January 2012

	Team Leader’s Name
   
	Signature
	   Determination  Date
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